It will save much circumlocution if a distinctive name be given to this kind of loss of memory. Amnesia, the old term, is too general, meaning loss of both retention and reminiscence, or else los3 of reminiscence alone, whereas neither states were present in this case.
I think it may, therefore, be usefully named asynesia. What interested me much was to ascertain whether the asynesia came on before, with, or subsequently to, the mental excitement. The patient evidently remembered the accident, and it was clear that nothing seriously wrong with the memory had been noticed before the excitement. Fearing to hurt his feelings, I made no reference in conversation to the excitement itself, having had the particulars from his wife, but I led the conversation up to it, so that he might speak of it, if he had any remembrance of the attack, and the impression left on my mind was that it was very vague, if he had any. In cases of insanity there are two kinds of synesis. In the one
